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SUBJECT: OPEN HOUSE MEETING IN HACIENDA HEIGHTS ON CITRUS 
GREENING DISEASE AND ASIAN CITRUS PSYLLID 

The California Department of Food and Agriculture (CDFA) and the United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) today confinned the state's first detection of the citrus disease known as 
huanglongbing (HLB), or citrus greening. The disease was detected in an Asian citrus psyllid 
(ACP) sample and plant material taken from a lemon/pummelo tree in a residential neighborhood 
in the Hacienda Heights area. 

HLB is a bacterial disease that attacks the vascular system of plants. It does not pose a threat to 
humans or animals. The Asian citrus psyllid can spread the bacteria as the pest feeds on citrus 
trees and closely related species. This devastating disease causes fruit to taste bitter or medicinal, 
can cause early dropping or misshaping of fruit, poor flowering, and stunted growth of trees. A 
diseased tree will decline in health until it dies, typically within a few years, and there is no cure 
once infected. As reported in previous updates, Asian Citrus was first detected in Los Angeles 
County in August 2009. While there is a large contiguous area known to be infested, and there 
have been isolated detections of ACP in widespread parts of the County. 

As of this update, HLB has only been confinned to have infected a single tree. An intensive 
survey of local citrus trees and psyllids is underway to determine the source and extent of the 
HLB infestation. CDFA is making arrangements to remove and dispose of the infected tree and 
conduct treatment of citrus trees within 800 meters of the detection site. By taking these steps, a 
critical reservoir of disease and its vectors will be removed, which is essential. 
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ASIAN CITRUS PSYLLID 
OPEN HOUSE MEETING 

 
THURSDAY - APRIL 5, 2012 

 
5:30 PM - 7:00 PM 
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